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On record now thy’s name enrolled. 
And future ages will be told. 

There lived a man called Banneker. 
An African astronomer. 

Thou need’st to have a special care. 
Thy conduct with they talent square. 

That no contaminating vice 
Obscure thou lustre in our eyes. 
Or cast a shade upon thy merit. 

For folly in an orb so bright. 
Will strike on each beholder’s sight. 
Nay, stand exposed from age to age. 

Extant on some historian’s page. 
Now as they welfare I intend. 

Observe my counsel as a friend. 
Let fair example mark they round. 
Unto thine orbit’s utmost bound. 

“The good man’s path.” The scriptures say. 
“Shines more and more to perfect day.” 

 
 

Washington Interdependence Council, 2006 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
        
       August, 2006 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
The Washington Interdependence Council began its journey towards the 
establishment of a memorial to colonial American hero, Benjamin Banneker, in 
1996.  From the outset, we expressed a desire to ensure that the memorial would 
be one that is worthy of the legacy of his selfless contributions to the history and 
growth of America during its infancy.  We feel that a befitting memorial to 
Banneker is long overdue, and we endeavor to remedy that oversight with one 
that it worthy of his stature in America’s historic record. 
 
It took two years of aggressive lobbying to get Congressional authorization [P.L. 
105355] passed, as signed into law by President Bill Clinton on November 9, 1998, 
and three years of lobbying and outreach to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation to 
enlist them to agree to underwrite the renovation of L’Enfant Plaza, under the 
auspices of its TEA21 program, as signed off on January 12, 2000.  It is because of 
the success of this partnership that we forged with them, the National Park 
Service and D.DOT [the project’s State administrative agency] that we are able 
to move forward with the knowledge that this memorial is doable.  We feel that it 
is sorely needed as a part of the nation’s capitol commemorative landscape. 
 
In the following pages you will see concept designs, budgets and the skeletal 
pages from studies that have taken place over the course of these past ten 
years which are the result of these years of work.  They represent the years of 
preliminary planning and preparation that go into a major public works project 
of the magnitude of the L’Enfant Plaza Revitalization, or renovation; as well as a 
major commemorative works project such as the Banneker Memorial.  
 
These documents are included to offer a concise overview of the Banneker 
Memorial concept vision.  We hope these will help in your creative offering of the 
memorial prototype rendering.  Our memorial site has a premium location, and 
the Banneker Memorial site is a part of what is slated to become a world class 
waterfront within the monumental core of the capitol. We are so pleased to 
have you on board as a part of this historic journey. 
 
       Peggy C. Seats 
       Founder/CEO 
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